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Matthew 2:10 - “When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.” (NRSVUE)

Are you ready for the new year with its resolutions and possibilities? Maybe you have plans to get in shape, spend less, get
organized, call your friends more, or become more active in your community. New Year’s resolutions can be a helpful way to
set goals and intentions for the coming year. But chances are, you will fail at whatever it is you are trying to accomplish. Not
to discourage you, but according to research, only 9-12% of people keep their New Year’s resolutions.* There are lots of
reasons for this, but I don’t want to dwell on whether resolutions are effective. Instead, I want us to think about something
else: What will orient us this year? 

The Scripture above is from the story of the Magi. You’re probably familiar with the story. Magi from the east see the star in
the sky and make this incredible journey to come and worship Jesus. They get sidetracked, but then they finally find him in
Bethlehem and they are overwhelmed with joy. This part of their journey was over, they had found the King and could
worship him. 

They did all of this following a star. That star gave them purpose, it gave them meaning, it completely oriented their lives.
They knew God was up to something and they followed, not knowing exactly where the star would lead. 

The star of Bethlehem still shines brightly today, because as the gospel of John says, “The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overtake it.” (John 1:5 NRSVUE). The light has been revealed in Jesus, a light that is for all people.
Wherever we find ourselves today, that light shines upon us. 

As we look ahead into 2023, what will orient us? What will be our guiding light? I love the feeling of a new year and the
opportunities it affords to change and grow, to do something new and have a fresh start. God is always ready to give us the gift
of purpose, the gift of joy, the gift of following. The star is still a gift for us to follow this new year. The light keeps on shining
and is beckoning us to come, even if we don’t know where it will lead us. 

On Sunday, January 1st when we celebrate Epiphany, you will receive a “star word” in worship. If you are shut-in receiving
this, then you’ll find one enclosed. They are meant to be a gift for you this coming year as a guide for your devotional and
spiritual life. You might meditate upon it and reflect; you might look for it in Scripture; you might simply see how it affects
you and what God speaks to you through it. One friend of mine who was known for being a bit brash got the word “kindness”.
He thought I had set him up with it, but it was just the next word in the pile. He spent the year thinking about how he could be
more kind in his interactions with people. 

So instead of making resolutions that you’ll feel guilty about breaking a week later, take a star word, receive it as a gift, and
keep your eyes open to see God in unexpected ways and places.  I look forward to this new year and the exciting and
unexpected ways that God will continue to lead us.

Grace + peace, 
Pastor Trent

*https://discoverhappyhabits.com/new-years-resolution-statistics/
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We keep everyone updated about our programs and events by
email and Facebook. Please contact the church office with any

questions or if you would like to be added to the email list.
 

Church office hours are Monday-Friday 8:00am-2:00pm. 
 

Assistance days and hours are Tuesday & Thursday 9:00am-
1:00pm. Centenary offers financial assistance for rent or utilities

and food assistance.
 

Lead Pastor
Trent Lloyd- tlloyd@shelbycumc.org
Associate Pastor 
Katie Lloyd- klloyd@shelbycumc.org
Director of Worship and Program Ministries
Kay Burney- kburney@shelbycumc.org
Children’s Ministry Director
Reesa Headley- rheadley@shelbycumc.org
Office Manager
Amanda Shirley- 502-633-4510 or ashirley@shlebycumc.org

STAFFSTAFF

Deadline for the February 2023 Crosstalk will be
Wednesday, January 18, 2023

Sunday Morning Services
 

Sunday School at 9:30am 
Worship at 10:30am 

 
Join us online: 

 
Facebook Live at

https://www.facebook.com/centenaryshelbyville
&

YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFQ7gRUEwCTavSK9UvqiMaQ

mailto:centenaryumc@twc.com


4th   Choir Rehearsal                                                     6:00pm
8th   CYF                                                                       6:30pm
9th    Redwoods                                                            10:00am
         Ops Team Meeting                                               6:30pm
11th  Choir Rehearsal                                                    6:00pm
13th-14th CYF Winter retreat
16th  Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday Office closed
18th  Deadline for February Crosstalk
         Choir Rehearsal                                                    6:00pm
22nd CYF                                                                      6:30pm
25th  Choir Rehearsal                                                    6:00pm
29th  CYF                                                                      6:30pm                                         
30th Church Council                                                     6:30pm

4     Dale Fitzgerald
5     Sandra Vanarsdale
6     Gretchen Gayle
       Helena Kruer
9     Steve Henderson
11   Kyle Nalley
14   Marcella Myatt
        Bonnie Landers
18    Louise Pratt
19    Meredith Gaither
20     Jaelyn Stovall
22     Clara Henderson
25     Hailey Waggener
26     Sarah Price
27     Eleanor Warford
28     Karen Crouch
         Lynn Swigert
30     Connor Goodwin



Assistance Program
By Amanda Shirley

Valid Photo ID
Proof of income- check stub or Award letter for SSI
or Unemployment, food stamp letter, ect.
Current copy of utility bill must be in a disconnect
status 

Lease agreement with contact information for
landlord. Please bring any current receipts for
payments with current balance due.

You will need:

or 

Financial assistance is once a year. 
Meaning 12month minimum since applicant last

received assistance.

Rent or Utility Assistance

Food assistance is available for
bi-weekly pick up per household.
Meaning it can be picked up
every other week as needed. Just
need ID showing Shelby County
Residentcy.

Food Assistance

In November Centenary received 18 requests for
assistance. Of those 18 we were able to fulfill 16 of
them totaling $1,969.97 impacting 32 individuals. In
the December Crosstalk I mentioned that we were
running low on funds for financial assistance. You all
heard the call for help. So far, we have not had to turn
anyone away due to lack of funds. Just as I wrote a
check for an electric bill, and we were down to almost
the last dollar more donations came in. Thank you!
Thank you so much for your willingness to help
people in our community. 

For food assistance we handed out 143 bags of food
feeding 311 of our neighbors. On November 30th we
officially doubled last years number of bags handed
out. This number does not include the 75 meals that
were donated by Malones of Louisville and distributed
on Thanksgiving. We didn’t have very many people
show up at the church for a meal, but we had plenty of
friendly faces here to greet the ones that did show up.
Many of meals were delivered to those that people
knew where home bound or sick. A group took
several meals over to Mouser house across from the
courthouse and delivered door to door. While things
may not have gone as we expected God’s work was
being done and the time of fellowship was wonderful.



NOTES FROM KAY  

A new year is always exciting, as it holds before us great potential and possibility. Who knows what God
has planned for Centenary and for each one of us this year? Joy, blessings, ups and downs will
undoubtedly fill 2023. Some things will be beyond our control, others will be a direct consequence of our
decisions and actions. What will you do this year intentionally to grow in your faith and your relationship
with God? What will you do intentionally to grow closer to your church family? What will you do
intentionally to serve the community? 

Many opportunities will arise through Centenary for growth, fellowship, and service. You can find out
about these opportunities through a multitude of ways. Events are announced verbally in worship, through
slides before and after the worship service (both in person and live stream), posters around the church
building, through a weekly email every Monday morning, on Facebook, on our website, this newsletter,
and sometimes through OneCall phone messages. If you have not yet been added to the email list or
OneCall, contact the church office and we will be happy to include you. If you are not seeing the emails
but signed up for them, check your spam list. If you are with gmail, look under your promotions list. 
May our intentions, actions, and choices this year glorify God, bring us closer to Christ and one another,
and benefit the world around us. 



Church-Wide Angel Project for KYUMH

Recently, the Sanctuary Sunday School Class was asked to take the lead in organizing an “Angel Tree”
for the youth at The Kentucky United Methodist Homes (KYUMH). We quickly had a volunteer step up
to lead the project and a couple others volunteer to help. In speaking with contacts at KYUMH, the
logistics of holding a typical Angel Tree would not work, especially due to confidentiality and in changes
in youth placements. It was determined that the best way that Centenary U.M.C. could provide Christmas
for the youth there would be to help with their Christmas Shopping Days. The staff of KYUMH provides
each youth with a gift card and then takes them shopping…this gives the youth experience with budgeting
and prioritizing as they know how much they have to spend and then must decide what they will
purchase. The shopping trip is something that the youth look forward to each year.The staff there also
mentioned that toiletries and winter hats and gloves are also needed and very much welcome.
Once we knew what we wanted to collect, we found that the deadline for monetary donations would be
quick due to the timing of the Christmas Shopping Days.So we had two weeks to collect the money for
this mission project…and you stepped up. Financially, we provided:

Wal-Mart Gift Cards for the Christmas Shopping Days                     $ 175.00
Check to KYUMH for Christmas Shopping                                       $ 610.00
Check designated for Chapel Time with Kids program                      $ 300.00
Kroger Gift Card designated for the Kids’ Christmas Party               $ 350.00

Our total monetary donation was $ 1,435.00 – THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF
KYUMH!Thank you also to Geri Roberts for her many phone calls with the staff at KYUMH as she and
her team spearheaded our church-wide angel project.

Then we filled the back behind
the rear seat with all of the

small bags of items, and had
two big boxes and the large

trash bag of items in the middle
area.

 

As for the rest of the donation that we delivered to KYUMH on
Monday, December 12th, we didn’t count the hats, gloves, and
personal hygiene items. We loaded both carts from the kitchen to take
the items from the upstairs hallway to the Caravan.



I helped deliver the final load of donated items. This was my first visit to the campus. If you ever
have an opportunity to visit the campus and receive a tour, I highly encourage you to do so. The
staff there is doing a wonderful job with the youth and their new campus in Nicholasville is not what
I had pictured in my mind before visiting.

Here are a couple of pictures showing the pile of donated hats, gloves, and toiletries. The black trash
bag of brown paper bags contained the “goodie bags” remaining from those donated by Malone’s off
Brownsboro Road for our community Thanksgiving meals. The large brown box is the “extra” toiletries
from the staff of Malone’s. The staff at KYUMH was excited when they saw the many pink
toothbrushes inside that large box…they were running low on toothbrushes and said “God provides”.
When I texted Ryan Scherer (think 2004ish CYF graduate) to let him know how much their contribution
was appreciated, his response was “That’s amazing”.

Centenary church family, Thank you! Thank you! for your outpouring of love and support for KYUMH! 
 Submitted by Trisha Hobbs

 



Volleyball Season has finished…
 

Once again, this year we have sponsored teams in the parks league this fall. Games began on Tuesday,
October 18th for our two teams. Once again…outreach, fellowship, fun, sportsmanship, and NO INJURIES
were our goals. As long as we don’t count bruises from the ball, I think we succeeded on the “No Injuries”
rule.
Centenary Team #2 (4 on the schedule) was captained by Amy Waggener and was definitely our outreach
team. All of the other ten team members on Amy’s team were from outside the church membership, and only
Tiffany was a returning player from the previous season. They were also a mostly young team and improved
a great deal over the course of the season.

 Centenary Team #1 (2 on the schedule) was captained by me (Trisha Hobbs) and was a blend of church
members and friends/family. Pastor Trent and Nick Headley were also on this team. Returning from the
previous season was Asher Myatt. Newcomers to the team were my sister, brother-in-law, niece, and
nephew. Our team won the post-season tournament, definitely in spite of my coaching.

Vance Burnett made it out to the match where our two teams played each other…thanks! Amy’s team
usually had a variety of cheerleaders in the stands from friends and family. My team always saw my parents
cheering us on…and my mom loved the nights where Asher’s young son was in the stands. Nick’s family
came out to cheer us on during the tournament. Thank you to all of our cheerleaders!
The park has announced that they will be having a Winter Volleyball season beginning in January. I’m
hoping both teams will be returning for the next league…Trent, Nick, and I do have the title to defend after
all. If you are interested in joining the volleyball teams, please let Amy Waggener or me know. It was
recommended that we be a little more creative with our team names…perhaps we’ll bring back TEAM
EAGLE. For those of you who don’t remember the acronym, this stood for “Together with Energy and
Attitude on a Mission to Engage, Accept, and Glorify the Lord Everywhere”.

 Submitted by Trisha Hobbs



Congratulations to Our December Graduate!
 

We want to take this opportunity to celebrate one of our college students receiving their bachelor’s degree
in December. 
Meaghan Pratt completed her courses and received her Bachelor’s in Agricultural Sciences degree with a
Minor in Chemistry from Murray State University. She is currently in Shelbyville where she is working as
a Vet Tech at Johnson’s Veterinary Clinic. She has applied to veterinary schools, and we look forward to
finding out in April where she will be for her next level classes. Her DVM studies will be eight semesters. 
Meaghan had her Pinning Ceremony on Thursday, December 8th. Her Graduation Commencement
Ceremony was on Saturday, December 10th. Here are a couple of pictures from her graduation…

Church family, I ask that you please continue to be in prayer for
Meaghan as she awaits her next transition.  Be sure to congratulate
her the next time you see her in worship service on Sunday
mornings.
Meaghan, your church family is very proud of you and will
continue to hold you in prayer. We pray that you continue to lean
on both God’s Word and the Holy Spirit for guidance. We want
you to remember that your Centenary family is always here for
you. And, we pray that you will continue to be the hands and feet
of God as you shine your light to others.

In Christ,
Trisha Hobbs

          Meaghan with her father,
Brandon

Meaghan with Nana and Pops…
Louise and David



Service Opportunity with Dare to Care Ministry

Recently, the Sanctuary Sunday School Class had another opportunity for fellowship and service as we
were asked to pack bags for the Dare to Care partnership. This partnership was approved by the Ops Team
in 2021 and our application was accepted by Dare to Care so that we added this food assistance option to
the Pastor’s Fund assistance program administered by Amanda Shirley. Before applying for the
partnership, several groups (the youth and various Sunday School classes, among others) were asked if
they would participate in a rotation of groups to pack/assemble the food bags for distribution.
The program has been up and running since October 2021 and the Sanctuary Sunday School class has been
asked to take a turn several times since then.Several class members look forward to our month in the
rotation, and we always do our fair share of chatting and catching up with what is happening with each
other while we fill the bags.With the Christmas parade through downtown on the first Saturday, we met
together following the worship service on Sunday morning, December 4th to pack bags and share in
fellowship. We had plenty of help (including Pauletta’s great-granddaughter Abby), and we were done in
less than a half hour of packing food bags. I didn’t count the bags this month, but we stopped when the
shelves were full.
If your small group is ever invited to help by packing bags, it is easy, quick, and fun. If your small group
has not been asked yet, I’m sure that Amanda would welcome a call or message volunteering your time.
Here are a couple of pictures from that morning…

 Submitted by Trisha Hobbs



Call to Serve… (from the conference website)

Long-term recovery work to begin in flood-
ravaged Eastern Kentucky December 02, 2022

Volunteer work crews to begin long-term recovery efforts in flood-ravaged Eastern Kentucky are starting
to form and will begin work in the region in early spring 2023, according to Rev. Jim Savage, the Regional
Response Coordinator for Eastern Kentucky.
 Savage, recently appointed by Bishop Leonard Fairley to serve in the role, said it is critical for volunteer
groups form to assist families during rebuilding efforts. One of his main responsibilities will be to schedule
the work crews in coordination with Rev. Gary Baker, the United Methodist Volunteers in Mission
(UNVIM) Coordinator for the Kentucky Annual Conference. (Savage already had been serving as Disaster
Response Coordinator for the Central Appalachian Missionary Conference, formerly Red Bird.)
 A Long-Term Recovery Group (LTRG) has been formed in the eight-county region and as part of its early
work has secured six host site churches to house teams for deployment starting in the spring.
 The flooding on the night of July 28, 2022, is some of the worst that longtime residents can recall.
Communities throughout Eastern Kentucky were awakened in the middle of the night when 11 inches of
rain fell within two hours. Hundreds of people lost their homes, and 40 people lost their lives. Entire
communities were devastated. Thousands found themselves in damaged homes or homeless, having lost
everything.
 Conference staff, local laity, and pastors were on the ground helping people on day one but quickly
realized that with the recent tornado destruction in Western Kentucky and now flooding in Eastern
Kentucky, there was much more to be done than they could fathom. Savage and others have been working
with UMCOR, the United Methodist Committee on Relief, to bring Assessment Teams and Early
Response Teams (ERTs) to the affected area.
 The LTRG will oversee the next phase. If you, your church, or your organization would like to help the
people in Eastern Kentucky, contact Savage at (270) 993-8908.

The above article is copied directly from the conference website. I’ve been watching for an announcement
of spring mission team opportunities. You probably heard me mention this possibility during my Ministry
Moment talk during worship on November 6th. Please prayerfully consider how you are able to help in the
recovery efforts in Eastern Kentucky. We can probably pick our dates if a college-age group wants to work
over spring break. And if a group of adults want to go, we can pick a time that works for most everyone.
And if prayer, donating household item or furniture, or contributing monetary donations are what you
prayerfully determine you are able to do…those are all needed and most welcome. God can use each of us
to help the people of Eastern Kentucky…no offering of your time, your talents, or your other resources is
ever wasted with God.

In Christ,
Trisha Hobbs



Our Centenary Redwoods Group was born out of one of the 40 Days of Purpose small groups many
years ago. Like the Redwoods trees that stand strong through their entangled root systems, this small
group had stood tall through the years through our entanglements supporting one another. As such, we
want to recognize the leadership that Bonnie Burks Gray has provided to this group since being
passed the reins from Duanne Puckett. At this season of life, Bonnie recognized that she needs to take
a small step back with less leadership responsibility. We appreciate all she has done and the many
years of dedicated service and leadership she has provided. THANK YOU Bonnie!
Upon learning that Bonnie was requesting help from the group to assume most of the leadership
responsibilities, a small team stepped up.Thank you to Lois Bradford, Rena George, Lynda Tharp,
and Geri Roberts for stepping into this role…I’m simply helping with much of the computer work.
Our December 12th meeting saw the return of a long-time member who had been absent for a few
months due to health issues so we were very excited to have her back fellowshipping and serving
along with us.
We started our meeting welcoming Pastor Trent and listened as he shared with us some of the Going
and Gathering ministry team needs and responsibilities. While Pastor Trent was with use we
discussed in general some of our typical past and planned future service projects and outings, and
discussed budgetary needs.We appreciated him making time to meet with us.
We then moved to the rest of our meeting agenda.Bonnie Burks Gray opened with prayer and Rena
George presented a devotional on Christmas and Advent Wreaths.We passed around a list for
everyone to sign up to lead the devotional at future meetings. Lynda Tharp then discussed a handout
she had prepared of our proposed projects and budgetary needs for the 2023 year. There were nine
focal areas for projects…some within Centenary and many outside in our community and further into
the state.

The Redwoods Group



Following the meeting, Rena George volunteered to
deliver the collected books and a check for the
monetary donations for our December collection drive
for Bug’s Books. Thank you to our Redwoods
members and to our church family for supporting this
project. Our primary focus for our request for
congregational support was to collect monetary
donations as that is the library’s preference so they can
purchase age-appropriate books, but we also collected
books. Bug’s Books is the renamed Reading Reindeer
program started many years ago by Duanne Puckett
and Molly Sullivan, and because Duanne is near and
dear to our entire church family we opened up our
Redwoods Group drive to the entire church family to
support. The Shelby County Public Library partners
with Northside and other groups to provide books to
all deserving children…every child needs to learn the
love of reading. Thank you, thank you! On behalf of
the Redwoods Group and Centenary U.M.C, Rena
delivered 19 books and a check for $ 265 to the library
for Bug’s Books.

In Christ,
Trisha Hobbs

Our project for the day was that we each brought a couple of Christmas Cards that were passed around
our circle for everyone to sign.We then sent out 33 cards to deserving friends (many on our church shut-
in and concern/recovering list). As has been our recent customer, we also passed around four Get
Well/Thinking of You cards to send do people on our hearts needing a bit of cheer and extra prayer.
We set a few dates for 2023 meetings and determined that we want to set up a visit to Shelby Farms for
our February meeting, weather permitting of course. More details to follow on that outing prior to our
February meeting date. Our group of ladies is always ready to welcome new members, so please consider
joining us at our February meeting.
We then adjourned the meeting for lunch and more fellowship as we enjoyed all the finger-food potluck
goodies and desserts. As with all good Methodist potlucks, some recipes were requested to be shared.



Youth Winter Retreat
Jan. 13th-14th at the Agape Wilderness Retreat Center

Cost is $45 and scholarships are available.
Guest speaker is Jamalle Jones, the new campus pastor for the U of L Wesley Foundation.

Theme: Centered on God
 

Time to RSVP for WinterBlitz 
 February 3-4, 2023

 This will be a great time of worship, study, fellowship, and service. 
Our youth will be spending the night at St. Paul UMC on Friday night and will

be volunteering with See Forward Ministries on Saturday. 
Email Pastor Katie to RSVP 



We are so glad to have children back in church. However, with the growing numbers on Sunday morning
during Continued Worship, we are in need of volunteers to come help during our lessons. If you would like
to help out in our area, please reach out. Also, we are looking for some new faces to be on our Children’s
Moment videos. If you or any child that can read and expresses interest in being in front of a camera, we
would love to have you. If you have any questions, please reach out to Reesa Headley at
reesa.headley@gmail.com.

mailto:reesa.headley@gmail.com



