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CROSSTALK
Centenary United Methodist Church
Genesis 17:1-7 17 (NRSV) When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am
God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2 And I will make my covenant between me and you and will make
you exceedingly numerous.” 3 Then Abram fell on his face, and God said to him, 4 “As for me, this is my covenant with
you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be
Abraham, for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations.
This is the next phase of the journey for Abraham. He’s already had a dynamic life. It started when he was called at the
age of 76 and told he would be a great nation, but that required him to leave his homeland and go. He followed God’s
leading and went. He wandered some, ended up in Egypt, separated from his nephew Lot and then rescued him in
battle, his tribe grew and he accumulated riches.
You would think that it’s about time for his journey to come to an end, but here he is at the age of 99 ready for the next
step. God appears to him and says “I am God Almighty”. This is the first time in Scripture that God is called
“Almighty”. Throughout Scripture we find 950 names and descriptions for God. Sometimes God is given a particular
name, while other times God demonstrates this name. The word Almighty is the translation of the Hebrew word El
Shaddai. But scholars don’t always agree on how to translate it. Some say it refers to God’s strength and power while
others say that Shaddai comes from the Hebrew word shad, which means breast and would point to a God who
nourishes and nurtures.
We don’t always think about nourishing and nurturing as part of strength and power, yet we see God doing both
throughout Scripture and in the life of Abraham. God’s strength and power are on display as Abraham is delivered from
enemies. The nourishing work of God is present as Sarah becomes a mother to Isaac and God’s promise is fulfilled, it is
on display as Abraham mourns Sarah’s eventual death. I think Abraham needed the assurance of an Almighty God as
he took the next step in his journey.
We too look to an Almighty God as we enter whatever phase of our journey we are on. It’s possible we need to look to
a God with strength and power who uplifts the powerless and provides care for the widow and orphan, who uplifts us in
our time of need. Or it may be that we need to look to a nurturing God who cares for us on our journey as a mother
cares for her child. When it comes down to it, strength and nurture aren’t that far apart. As any parent or caregiver
knows, there is power and strength in a nurturing act.
Friends, wherever we find ourselves, may we know that we have an Almighty God who has the power and strength to
uplift and the care to nourish and comfort, whatever life may bring. Thanks be to God for that.
Grace + peace,
Pastor Trent
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About 20 years ago, a group of women started the first lunch bunch.
Only women went. We visited 52 places. Then men were invited
(husbands and singles) started making the trips more interesting.
After a hiatus of about 3 years the lunch bunch was activated again
meeting the second Thursday in April through November. Our
drivers are Larry Crouch and Wayne Tummonds who makes the trip
more interesting.
October 13th, the group are invited to Dan and Myra Hardesty's
home at 11:30am. They will furnish chips, drinks and desserts, but
you are to bring a sandwich of your choice. Anyone who wishes to
join in the fun and fellowship are welcome. Please RSVP to the
Hardesty’s if you plan to attend, or call the church office if you don’t
have their contact information. Hope to see you there.
Ms. Eleanor

The Redwoods - Blessed in Service
September was a month full of blessings through
service for members of Redwoods.
Their first act of service was with other members
of our Centenary Family to host the first
bereavement meal in Fellowship Hall since the
pandemic restrictions were relaxed. There were
supplies to be purchased, the kitchen and hall to
be cleaned, tables to be moved, food to be
prepared for the family to have and for the meal
following the memorial service. The loss of a
loved one is such a difficult farewell but acts of
love help strengthen the family and everyone
who is able to serve them.
Members of Redwoods served in several ways during Centenary’s first Health & Resource
Fair. Each role was a blessing to experience. The greatest blessing was to be with over 60
fellow Centenary Family members who had dedicated their Saturday to helping others. It was
a heart swelling moment to sing “Here I Am Lord” with members answering the call to help
others.
During the September Redwoods meeting, members wrote cards of encouragement to
children in Norton’s Children Hospital as part of the devotional message presented by Emme
Harrod. Redwoods also started a drive to raise money for school supplies to help meet the
needs of children served by the KY United Methodist Church Children’s Homes. To date over
$530.00 has been raised through the drive and will be delivered to the Nicholasville home.
It has been so good to be in purposeful service. Showing our love and support through acts
of kindness flows back as a tidal wave of blessings to each he is able to serve and each who is
praying for those served and those in service.
Redwoods goals through the rest of the year include:
October 10th - tour of Colonial Hall Manor, 920 Henry Clay St, Shelbyville, after delivering
requested toiletries for the 49 residents of men and women.
November & December - fund raising effort for Eastern KY families still suffering from the
devastating flooding of July 2022. Members will take orders for the popular Methodist
Casseroles made by Redwoods members to be delivered weeks before Thanksgiving and
Christmas.
November 14th - tour of the Veterans Village and Community Center on Bradshaw Street in
Shelbyville filling request for special donations.
December 12th - tour of the Shelby County Public Library and delivery of donations for “Bugs
Books” in memory of Duanne Puckett. Christmas lunch together.
Redwoods will meet October 10th in Fellowship Hall before leaving for Colonial Hall Manor.
You are welcome to join us. Email, bawg45@gmail.com for more information.

Assistance Program
By Amanda Shirley
End of September last year Centenary became a Dare to Care partner. Looking for
ways that we could continue to help feed our neighbors led to this wonderful pairing.
Over the past year Centenary has received 27,241 lbs. of food from Dare to Care
estimated total of $42,223.55. The formula that Dare to Care uses to come up with
that number does not reflect the true grocery store prices that we are seeing this
year. With the rise in food cost the rise in numbers of people experiencing food
insecurity has also risen. Those that use to be able and pick-up anything they wanted
are now watching those prices. I have mentioned many times that our numbers are
climbing. We have already passed last year's numbers a few months ago. As of the end
of August Centenary had passed out 830 bags of food feeding 1744 individuals this
year. Just in August 119 bags of food were passed out feeding 242 of our neighbors.
Without our partnership with Dare to Care this would not be possible. Even with the
grants we have received the money would have run out if Centenary tried to do this
alone. Pegasus packaging delivers the orders each week. When there are larger orders,
Joy Freeman comes in and helps unload the orders. There have been times when
other Centenary members have seen the truck and they jump right on in a help unload
as well. We have 6 small groups that assemble the food bags that are distributed. We
have a couple of people that deliver food to a few home bound families. This ministry
is truly a partnership of many people helping to feed our community.
On the financial side of the assistance program, we continue to see many in need of
help. In August Centenary received 13 applications for assistance and was able to
fulfill the requests of 11 of them. Total cost for financial assistance in August was
$1,890.89. Centenary is one of a few organizations that provide financial assistance in
Shelby County. Most of the other providers are out of funding until other programs
become available. It is because of your generosity that we can continue to help
people in our community.

Rent or Utility Assistance
You will need:
Valid Photo ID
Proof of income- check stub or Award letter for
SSI or Unemployment, food stamp letter, ect.
Current copy of utility bill must be in a
disconnect status
or
Lease agreement with contact information for
landlord. Please bring any current receipts for
payments with current balance due.
Financial assistance is once a year.
Meaning 12month minimum since applicant last
received assistance.

Food Assistance
Food assistance is available for
bi-weekly pick up per household.
Meaning it can be picked up
every other week as needed. Just
need ID showing Shelby County
Residentcy.

NOTES FROM KAY
HEALTH AND RESOURCE FAIR
KUDOS to the Ministries Team and numerous volunteers who
made this event a success! Centenary reached out to the community
with tremendous hospitality and love. Partnering with several
organizations, we provided important services to those around us.
Thank you for being the hands and feet of Christ, making a
difference in the lives of our guests.

Children's Ministry

